BRAVEST MEN HONOR COMPANION
Captain Patrick De Lacy of Scranton,

Pa., Elected Commander of Medal

of Honor Legion
The repelling of Longstreet’s terrible charge and retaking of the Confederate lines on the second day of the Battle of the Wilderness were among the most thrilling episodes of the entire series of the fiercest fights that ever took place in this or any other land.  There had been charges and repulses all the forenoon and until afternoon, the Unionists and Confederates moving forward and falling back alternately, until with the ammunition entirely exhausted, the cartridge boxes of the dead soldiers were the only resource.
At last the One Hundred and Forty-third Pennsylvania Volunteers halted and stacked arms at the intersection of the Brock and Plank roads in order to make coffee and eat the hard tack and “salt boss” remaining in their haversacks, but while preparing this rude repast General Hancock dashed up and ordered the regiment to move forward and save the works at the Cross Roads, upon which Longstreet and his veterans were then advancing at a charge.
The One Hundred and Forty-third poured out the coffee, which had just begun to simmer, and went forward on a run, Company A, in command of Sergeant Pactrick De Lacy, leading the command.  As to what then happened the following graphic description is given by one of the participants in Volume I of the “Deeds of Valor”: 
“Away we went, double-quick, toward the woods to the left of the Plank Road, Longstreet’s advance being eighty rods or so to our left, coming down the Brock Road.  On we pushed up toward the burned clearing, under a terrific fire, with our brave comrades falling on every side.  Still De Lacy kept the lead, until, when right up to the enemy’s works, with the Confederates in line along the woods and keeping up their heavy fire he made a dash to our left of fifteen or eighteen rods, right between the lines, to the edge of the works.  There he found a rebel waving his colors, and, dashing up to him, seized the flag, shooting the color-bearer down in plain sight of both sides.  De Lacy’s act so surprised the enemy that a panic ensued, and the One Hundred and Forty-third dashed forward, capturing the works.

“The charge had been a grand one all along the line but it was in a great measure inspired and encouraged by Sergeant De Lacy’s daring and bravery while under the concentrated fire of Longstreet’s corps.  He had a miraculous escape, his uniform being riddled by bullets.  His achievement is still regarded as one of those incidents in the history of actual warfare that causes one to bubble over with admiration for the hero.”

For this daring act Sergeant De Lacy was made a captain, and given a medal of honor by Congress.

No better testimony to the gallant captain could be shown than in his election last Tuesday as commander of the Medal of Honor Legion at its annual reunion at Winsted, Conn.

Commander De Lacy, who resides in Scranton, Pa. recently hospitably, entertained Rev. Dr. Glazebrook and General Drake during their visit to that city.
