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OCTOBER 3, 1906
CONGRATULATIONS FOR DE LACY
________________________
NEW COMMANDER OF MEDAL OF HONOR LEGION 

RECEIVES MANY LETTERS FROM COMRADES,

Since his election as commander of the Medal of Honor Legion of the United States at Winsted Conn., last week.  [Winchester, CT, NW of Hartford]  Captain Patrick DeLacey [De Lacy], of this city, has been showered with congratulatory letters and telegrams from comrades and distinguished citizens from all parts of the country.


Captain DeLacey, who is the only medal of honor man in the city, is one of the best known and most popular men in that legion of men who have been honored by the nation for conspicuous bravery in their country’s cause.  No better evidence of this can be given than the mention of the fact that his election as commander was unanimous.  He succeeds Captain Langbein.  Colonel S.B. Horne of Winsted was elected senior vice commander and Gunner’s Mate William Sedach, of Boston, junior vice commander, while Rev. Dr. William S. Hubbell, of New York, was chosen chaplain.

Commander DeLacey was escorted to the chair by General Howard and made a telling address, declaring that to be a member of the Legion of Honor of the United States represented the highest type of patriotism in the whole world.


Letters of congratulations have been received by commander DeLacey from Judge Charles Rice, of the Pennsylvania superior court, who was district attorney of old Luzerne county in days when Captain DeLacey was chief of police of Scranton, and between whom there is the greatest friendship and respect.  Letters were also received from General J. Madison Drake, of Elizabeth, N. J.; Dr. W. R. D. Blackwood, of Philadelphia; J. C. Knickerbocker, of Elmhurst, of the One Hundred and Forty-third regiment, Pennsylvania Volunteers, Captain DeLacey’s old regiment and other prominent comrades and citizens from all parts of the country.

No prettier expression of sentiment was received by the new commander than a poem from Prof. Patrick F. Durkan, of this city, dedicated.  The poem follows:

CAPTAIN P. DE LACY

(By Patrick F. Durkan)

You’ve won the brightest honor, Captain, the nation can bestow

On him who bravely faces death, in conflict with its foe;

It matters not what rank you hold, the medal that you wear

Is from the country’s grateful heart, a noble gift and rare

You’ve won that golden medal, Captain, by valor in the field

Where ranks were shattered, heroes fell, and columns shrank and reeled;

You’ve faced the foe with steady nerve on battle-fields afar

And fought and fled-and fought again-in Freedom’s holy war

Long may you wear that medal, Captain, that priceless souvenir
That precious guerdon you have won, that crowns a brave career

Long may the nation own such men to face whatever foe

May dare assault that peerless flag you bled for long ago

Has not the war department, Captain, adopted something new?

The color of the garb you wore must be of darker hue,

From blue to green, an olive shade, or, something darker still;
How will it look in dress parade, when soldiers are on drill?

‘Tis said that green will better hide from bullet and from shell

The soldier’s breast, in battle line, and blind the foe as well.

It may be so, but this we know, and hold forever true-

That all the changes wrought by time will never hide the Blue

Scranton, September 29, 1906.


Captain DeLacey has the kindliest words of praise for the treatment received by himself and other comrades while in Winsted.  The citizens of that thriving little city, it seemed, couldn’t do enough for the medal of honor men.  They were banqueted and dined, tendered receptions and taken on sightseeing expeditions galore, so that their stay in Winstead was a continuous round of pleasure.


The Winsted papers devoted much space to exploiting the record of our townsman, and all agreed that his election as commandeer was an honor well deserved.


The big banquet the last night of the reunion was the greatest ever given in Winsted.  General O. O. Howard, who during the war was commander of the department of Tennessee, and George B. Loud were the chief speakers of the evening.  Retiring Commander J. C. Julius Langbein, of New York, was toastmaster, while the newly elected commanders had seats at the guest of honor table.


Captain DeLacey is one of Scranton’s leading citizens.  He was born in Carbondale, November 25, 1835, the son of Irish parents.  Nearly all his life has been spent in this city and county except the years of the war when he was away at the front serving his country.  At the outbreak of the war he enlisted as a private in Company A, One Hundred and Forty-third regiment, Pennsylvania Volunteers.  He carried a musket for two years and three months as a private, corporal and sergeant, was commissioned sergeant major in the fall of 1864 and commissioned lieutenant in the spring of 1865, and later recommended to General Dana by General Braggs to be appointed captain for meritorious conduct at Vaughan Roads.  He performed the duties of captain most of the time during the Wilderness campaign.  Although seriously wounded twice, Captain DeLacey was never absent from a skirmish or battle in which the regiment took part, which numbered over twenty battles and numerous skirmishes.


On May 6, 1864, in the Wilderness, he captured a rebel battle flag as he led the charge that recaptured the line of works from Longstreet’s corps, which they had just previously taken from General Hancock’s men, and for which congress presented him a medal of honor.  On May 8, 1864, assisted by George W. Engle, he saved the colors of the Second Wisconsin regiment from being captured, this being another incident of the Battle of the wilderness.


On the tenth day of May, after the charge of the regiment in the evening a space between the two armies where many of the boys lay wounded, and which was covered with dry wood and slashed timber, caught fire, and was rapidly burning towards the wounded men, when Acting Lieutenant DeLacey suggested that the fire be fought with fire.  It was a hazardous undertaking, as it was directly between the armies and in line with the fire of the enemy.  Permission was granted and with two volunteers, Roger Cox, of Scranton, and John Otto, both of Company E, Lieutenant DeLacey moved out under the heavy fire and got within a hundred yards of the enemy’s main lines and began the back-firing and in that way they succeeded in keeping the fire checked until the wounded men were all removed.  In numerous other engagements the gallant captain showed his bravery.
_____________________________
